Apart from the fact that a large quantity of air would be required to absorb the whole of the moisture in any quantity of clothes, such as have to be dealt with in hospitals, the effect of the evaporation of the water, as explained in the article on Cold Storage, is to cool the air. When water forms into vapour, it will be remembered a certain number of heat units are demanded, in order that it may be able to do so ; and the heat demanded is taken from every object at a higher temperature than that assumed by the evaporating water at the moment, that is from every object with which the water is brought into contact; with the result that the temperature of all of them is lowered. It will be remembered that this forms a valuable method of cooling water that has already done duty in a condenser, as well as in one form of the condenser itself.
It also cools the air to which the vapour is added, with the result that the ability of that particular quantity of air to hold moisture is lowered, and the object sought would not be attained unless a large quantity of air was in operation. The difficulty is overcome by the constant stream of air passing over the clothes. The apparatus performs the work that a good drying wind, as it is termed, does, but with the advantage that the supply of air, and the temperature to which the air is raised, are under the control of the engineer. The arrangement usually employed is as follows. The clothes are spread upon a number of horses, corresponding roughly to the old-time clothes-horse. The horses consist of a number of galvanised iron rods fixed between pairs of vertical cast-iron plates, one of each pair forming the back and the other the front of the apparatus. The 
